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Valloire baroque 2012 
 

English baroque gems in an alpine setting ! 
 

July 30
 th

 to August 9
th 

2012 

 

 

The third Festival Valloire baroque has come to a close. Dominique Longchamp who initiated the whole 
venture is thrilled. “They loved every minute of it, this is what really matters! This is what great music is all 
about, with such hits as Handel’s Messiah, Purcell’s Music for a while and even Greensleeves”. Gaël de 
Kerret, the Artistic Director, had again devised a clever programme, mixing with equal enthusiasm 
favourite classics and secret treasures by Dowland, Playford, Johnson or Morley. 
 
As in the previous seasons, the 2012 interpretations have been of outstanding quality ! 
No less so, the « young audience » concert  focussed on percussions – a daring gamble –  with Marie-
Ange Petit and Sébastien Marcq vying for vituosity in an entertaining, mischievous and even physical 
programme. 
«Messiah», in an eloquent, vigorous rendering by The Chapelle Rhénane directed by Benoît Haller, has 
entranced an audience also dazzled by the ever so baroque retable of the Valloire church magnified  by 
Patrice Warrener’s special lighting effects. A complete show! 
Ophélie Gaillard had invited – for a most harmonious first encounter – soprano Katia Bentz to sing airs by 
Handel, in adequate contrast with Geminiani’s Follia and a concerto by Porpora. 
The following day, Katia Bentz delighted the listeners/hikers of the musical Proms*, all along a musical, 
sentimental journey both in the church and the mountain. 
At last, Joanne Lunn, Penelope Spencer and Philip Pickett offered us an exquisite treat with musics from 
Shakespeare’s time, elevating the closing concert to absolute class and perfection! 
 
The Festival Valloire baroque has now asserted itself as a most friendly gathering of music lovers also 
avid of nature and cultural heritage. Nothing stilted about this annual rendezvous, despite its European 
dimension. 
 
In 2013, the common theme of the 4

th
 Festival will be French baroque music. 

 
A few figures for Valloire baroque 2012  

 
- 11 concerts (young audience, master class, Proms musicales*, evening concerts…) and 3 

lectures. 
- Over 2500 persons attending. 

 

*Les Proms musicales,  in the company of musicians, combine short concerts, a picnic, a walk in the mountain and « libre-cours» 

lectures on music and Savoy heritage . 
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Festival Valloire baroque 2012 – Media coverage 
 
 

La Croix July 30th 

Le Dauphiné Libéré August 16th 

France Musique – July 30
 th

 2012 
La Croix – press article July 30

 th
 2012 

Le Dauphiné – press articles June 30
 th

, July 31
 st

, August 1
st
, August 8

 th
, August 9

 th
, August 11

 th
, August 16

th
 2012 

La Maurienne – press article August 16
 th

 2012 
FR3 19/20 TV report  August 2

nd
 2012  

France Bleu Pays de Savoie: interviews July 30
 th

, August 1
st
 and August 3

rd
  2012 

Guide des Festivals Diapason N°604 
Guide des Festivals Classica N°593  
Classica N° 144 July/August 2012 
Guide of the Ministry of Culture 
Guides by Télérama, Rhône-Alpes, Agenda Culture Hautes vallées, Savoie Mag … 
Blogs culturebox / France Télévisions August 3

 rd
, Fondation Orange, June 11

 th
 and August 3

 rd
 2012 

 

Le Dauphiné Libéré August 9th 


